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TO: Robert J. Courchaine, Chief, Water Quality Division 

FROM: Paul D. Zugger, Chief, Permit Enforcement Branch 
Environmental Enforcement Division 

RE: pennwalt Corporation, Wyandotte, Michigan 

us EPA 

As you know, previous violations by Pennwalt Corporation of that 
company's NPDES permit and Final Order of Abatement were success
fully resolved through the entry of Final Order of Abatement 1994 
on February 19, 1981. 

During negotiations the company requested a release from all environ
mental damages. Agreement was not reached on this point. Staff 
believed that some damages had resulted to Monguagon Creek as a 
result of past violations by the company. The extent and nature 
of these damages, however, were not known at the time. The company 
was willing to pursue subsequent cleanup or correction of any 
damages, providing the state delineate those areas or portions 
of Monguagon Creek which had been impacted as a result of Pennwalt's 
discharges. 

The matter was not resolved by entry of the Final Order. In fact, 
the first paragraph on the second last page of the Final Order ends 
with this sentence: 

"This settlement is not a release or waiver of liability for 
environmental damage or resource impairment that has or may 
result from past, current, or future company operation." 

Since the matter of any cleanup of Monguagon Creek by Pennwalt Corporation 
was not addressed in the Final Order and since the Final Order did not 
release the company from responsibilities for any such damages, it is 
appropriate that the state determine the extent of Pennwalt's responsibilities 
in this area and direct that Pennwalt proceed with the cleanup. It is my 
recollection that ^ t the time of settlement, Pennwalt verbally agreed to 
assume responsibility for cleanup of the creek or any portion thereof that 
had been impacted as a result of Pennwalt's discharges. 



c. 
-2-

I am bringing this to your attention and requesting that you assign 
appropriate staff to determine the extent of damages to Monguagon Creek. 
Should Pennwalt not agree to clean up the identified areas, a referral 
to this division for escalated enforcement action would be appropriate. 
Since our involvement may become necessary, I am requesting that you 
keep us apprised of developments in this area. 

PDZ:dr 

CC: Jack Bails 
Frank Baldwin 



;r5i>anl 'lo the provisions of Act 245 o l the Public Acts of fvlichigan 1929 as amended, regulations have been issued 
lich require that all ov.fners, managers or operators of vessels, oil storage or on land facilities shall notify the Water 
•sources Commission or his authorized representative of oi l . salt and polluting material losses. This notif ication shall be 
5de promptly by telephone or telegraph, giving briefly the particulars, and by mail , giving a detailed account o f events 
d conditions. 
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tember 23 , 1981 

Company N*m« 

PENNWALT CORPORATION 
•kon el l o s t (B« Sptcj&c) 

t P l a n t - Eas t of Process 22 (Dwg. WW3-7819; coord ina te F,7) 
" 

^^•M: l a d 

T e r t i a r y Amylphenol 
Aoounl 

350 ga l lons 
r Lon » ^ Onct>v«r«d 

.tember 23 , 1981 
T>t o< D*Pir!T4M at K'liurx' R e t o u i u , R(piesenut>vc Contacted 

Tim J a s k i - p t e . Moul l lee S t a t e Game Area 

None 
Tun* ol Dtcoytif 

8:00 A.M. 

ephcncd or T»>5-»yH#d by Whom 

J . Lewis 

-

Timtt 

10:10 A.M.; 

• 

9/23/81 
.•%* of L i ^ ^ickjde Typ« Ot Equtpmcnt fcnd Other Ccta id) 

irator was filling the scale tank for Process 22 and simultaneously attempting to start 

-• scrubbing system for this process. He had some unexpected problem with the vent system 

[ overfilled scale tank. 

MT% cf Lcsi (Incf^ce Corr>;-'«it Deftc--ip:<on ol Darr^ap*) 

) gallons of tertiary amylphenol overflowed to the diked area (D24). This material has a 

•ting point of 185°F; consequently, it will solidify and it is virtually unsoluble in water. 

irTilS (l-'kCii.-oc l-'etnsC C* Cor.'.rol. P:aifc tc- F:t..r.lJC>f. of nrC-.-Mtnct, f - ^ 

jtever can be recovered will be returned to the process. Any contaminated material will 

drummed for off-site disposal. The operator has been instructed to complete filling 

i scale tank before beginning other tasks. 

JNWALT CORPORATION 

eturn th is f o r m l o : 

Depsrt.'nent of Uz'.urai Resources 

Pu f tau of We^er l. ' .cr.sctmenl 
Elh Floor S t t .ens T. f . ' tson Eldg. 

Lfcnsing, (.Michigan ^£925 

J . J . Lewis 

24 hr. Emergency Kotificg£c|>Jrtin^freTi 

517 — 373-7660 
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